Phrotos by Dob Lemere

-~ 2 From the Chairman’s Desk

Gonz Howarter

ds and

Combat Air Muscum app__oprlatcly’

enough on September 11. Itis parked
on the ramp just outside of hangar
604 and while visitors may see it, Lhe
Chinook is not ready for public
display. A lot of things happened in
the last two months to get 346 to
Forbes, so let’s bring you up to date.
In early August, 'Topeka resident
Sergeant Deb Lamere, (U.S. Army,
relired) visited the Combat Air
Museum., When she heard we were
gaining a Chinook, she immediately
became a member. We learned she
is a private pilot who joined the Army
right after the alttack on New York
City in 2001. She began as a Chinook
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logbtmk and found she first flew
aboard 346 on Christmas night 2005
in Iraq!

Deb laler llew combat tours in
Afghanistan where she was injured
after contact with the Taliban
damaged her Chinook: the resulting
hard landing injured her hip and
shoulder seriously enough to warrant
medical retirement from the Army.
After talking with Deb about her
Chinook experiences and knowledge,
we appointed her as 346's FE once
again. She is responsible for
overseeing Lthe Chinook’s reassembly,
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Topeka Regional Airport
Hangars 602 & 604
7016 SE Forbes Avenne
Topeka, KS 66619-1444
Telephone (785) 862-3303
www.combalairmuseiim.org

Hosted by
Rossini Management Systems, Ine.

Email: office@combatairmusenm.com

Museum Director ~ Kevin Drewelow
Office Manager ~ Nelson Hinman, Jr.
European Liaison OfTicer ~ Huw Thomas

Board of Directors

Gene Howerler - Chairman

Dave Murray - Deputy Chairman
Tad Pritchell - Secretary
Wes Barricklow = Les Carlson
St Entz ~ Ted Nolde
Bill Stumpll ~ Dick Trupp
~Mike Weleh-

Museum Hours
Janvary 2 - February 28/29
Man. - Sun. Noan - 4:30 P.M.
Last Entry Every Day is 3:30 P.M,
March 1 - December 31
Mon. - Sat. 9 AM. - 4:30 P.M.
Sun. Noon — 4:30 P.M.

Lost Entry Every Day is 3:30 P.M.

Cosed
Mew Year's Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmos Day
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‘of Topeka, Kansas,
is published hl-mnnthly
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Your membership is
important Lo us.
Join the
COMBAT AIR MUSEUNML

This museum relies on our

volunteers. Thal said, 1 often
make reference to two difTerent
types of individuals, those who
gel things done and those who
don’t. I am sure this is true for
mosl organizations. A few months
ago, Rance Sackrider, recently
retired and a new member of
CAM., said there was a program
he would like o see held at the
Muscum. Our unofficial rule
al the museum is “if you
suggest something be ready to
lake on the project and run it.”
So that was the message we
shared wilh Rance.

On Sunday, September 22, at
2:00 p.m., the Combat Air
Museum hosted a very special
free program which drew close
to one hundred people. The
program which Rance had
named “The True Heart of Air
Power™ was his baby and did he
ever rock it! First I must report
Lhat he raised the funds on his
own after a few suggestions
[rom our administration.
Rance then started putting this
program together drawing from
a number of ideas he had envi-
sioned. Ile asked Ralph Hipp, a
news anchor at WIBW TV, to be
his master of ceremonies. Museum
Director Kevin Drewelow opened
the program and longlime
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member Ralph Knehans
delivered a prayer.

This program honored Museum
member John Musgrave. John is
a decorated war hero, featured in
the Ken Burns-Lyvnn Novick
television documentary “The
Vietnam War™ which aired on PBS
in 2017. John Musgrave opened
the program with a heartfelt
history and reading of “The Star
Spangled Banner™ poem by
Francis Scott Key. The Topeka
High School US Marine Corps

Junior Reserve Olficers Training

Corps (JROTC) honor guard
presented Lhe colors before
the Topeka High School band
played the national anthem.

John then gave his memorable

talk on “The True Ieart of Air
Power™ by relating a story his
father, a World War II pilot told
him. John said that while fighter
and bomber pilots face enemy
fire and deliver ordnance on
targets, the true heart of air power
lies with the ground crews who
service and maintain such
aireraft.

John’s wife Shannon pinned on
his medals. John commented
that the first time he got them
they had just been handed to him
in the boxes.

tontinued on page 13
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Roscoe “Fally” Arbuckle

Our August guest speaker at the Combat Air Muscum was
Dr. Mark Hull. an associate professor al the US. Army
Command and General Staff College al Leavenworth, Kansas.
He teaches the advanced trial course, war crimes law and
history at the college. Dr. Hull earned his undergraduale
degree in history from The Citadel; his doctorate in German
World War II hislory from Lhe Universily College Cord in
Ireland; and his juris doclorale from the Cumberland School
of Law. Prior lo his current position, Dr. Hull served as a
criminal prosceutor and as a brigade intelligence officer to the
U.S. Army 1# Infantry Division military lransilion team in lraq
from 2006 to 2007.

[lis topic for our meeting was “T'he Many Trials of Falty
Arbuckle.” For those who aren'l familiar with the name, Roscoe
“Tally” Arbuckle was Lhe one of the greatesl slars
of silent films. and one of the highest paid actors in
the second decade of the twentieth century.

Arbuckle was born in Smith Cenler, Kansas in
1887, one of the nine children of his parents, Mary
and William Arbuckle.  Survivor of a lough
childhood, he was abandoned to his own devices by
his widowed father at the age of 12. Arbuckle
survived on odd jobs, and throngh his teens
developed a talent for singing and dancing that
opened the door—through vaudeville—Lo a budding \
career in molion piclures. ’ Y

Moving rapidly toward becoming a superstar
of the 1910s, Arbuckle mentored Charlie Chaplin and discovered
Busler Kealon and Bob Hope. Arbuckle enjoyed success aller
suceess unlil a fateful party over the first weekend of Seplember
in1921. There, Arbuckle was seen in the company of an aspiring
starlet named Virginia Rappe. Although the details remain
sketchy to this day, Arbuckle was accused of the rape and
murder ol Rappe.

There were problems with the case. Anaulopsy performed
on the remains of Virginia Rappe turned up nothing of note
other than death by peritonitis canused by a ruptured bladder.
Some people suggested that Arbuckle's 300 pounds was
responsible for the ruptured bladder, while at the same lime
ignoring medieal records indicating thal Rappe had sulfered
bladder problems for years. Pictures of the room where Rappe
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had been found before heing rushed to a hospital circulated
showing a hotel room that was in total disarray, with any
breakable item shatlered bevond repair. The problem was that
Lhe pholo was obviously nol of any room in the SL Francis Hotel
and turned out to be a photo from years earlier in a different
part of the country.

Unfortunately, the public outery of justice emboldened the
San Francisco District Altorney. Malthew Brady, an extremely
ambilious man with his eye on the governorship of California,
if not the presideney of the United Stales, was determined to
convict Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle of rape and first degree murder
charges which il proved true, would have resulted in
Arbuekle's execution.

Brady's star wilness, a [riend ol Virginia Rappe named
Maude Delmont, turned out to be one of the
weakest links in the prosecntion. There were other
witnesses, but it soon became obvious that Brady's
office was pressuring Llhose 'wilnesses' into
perjuring themselves, and the testimony they
offered became more confused and self-
contradictory with cach statement. Then, both
" Virginia Rappe and Maude Delmont were shown to
have had their own brushes with the law and
| Delmonl was even accused ol blackmail schemes
& " © and threats against people other than Arbuckle.
Brady insisted on moving the case to rial as
quickly as possible. 1lis case against Arbuckle,
begun on November 14, 1921, was shaky—mostly because his
wilnesses couldn't Lell the same story lwice ina row. He moved
throngh the prosecution witness list quickly. When the defense
look over, the case began to unravel. Toward the end of the
defense, Arbuckle took the stand and explained that he did
nothing Lo Rappe, excepl Lry Lo help her when he found her sick
and vomiting in 2 hathroom in the parly suile al the SL Francis
Hotel.

Alter several days, the jury voled 10-2 for acquittal, bnt
because the verdict was nol unanimons, the judge declared a
mistrial

The second Lrial, begun on January 11, 1922, had the same
hasie witness list; however, there were signilicant differences.
Zey Prevon, a prosceution witness in the first trial, testified that

tonfinued on page 4



centinwed frompoge 3 FATTY ARBUCHLE

Brady had forced her to lie in the first trial.
Another proseention wilness, cx-con Jesse
Norgard, was al the time accused of raping an
eight-year-old girl, and he admitled thal Brady
had offered a reductlion in charges in exchange for
a lic Norgard concocted in an attempt to darken
Arbnekle's image. The defense was so cheered b\‘ :
the conduct of the second trial that they did not
pul Arbuckle on the stand. This was a strategic ;
blunder: the jury deadlocked at 9-3 guilty, *
resulting in a second mistrial. Some of the jurors
interviewed after the trial said that because
Arbuckle did not take the stand, and regardless of
the evidence, Lhey considered his behavior that of
a guilly man.

The third trial began on March 13, 1922, and
the defense took no chances. Setting an utterly
aggressive Lone, they picked apart the Lestimony
of each ol the prosecution wilnesses. Then Lthey
presented even more lurid and damning delails
about Virginia Rappe, including more of her
medical history. Along with that, Zev Prevon,
perhaps the strongest prosecution witness, fled
the country in a bid to escape the police on a
complelely separate matler. As the prosecution’s
case unraveled, Arbuckle took the stand, as he did
at the first trial, and conducted himself in an
honest, believable manner.

‘The case went Lo the jury on Angust 12, 1922,
who in a few minutes returned a nol-guilty verdicl
and a written apology to Roscoe Arbuckle. After
the verdict was read, the jury filed by the defense
table, one by one, and either shook Arbuckle's
hand or embraced him, all of them Lelling him how
sorry Lhey were thal he had Lo endure such a
horrible ordeal.

The altermath was catastrophic for Arbuckle's
career. Even thonugh he was found not guilty by a
Jury ofhis peers, Hollywood was through with him.
He also had Lo deal with the cost of his defense
team. When he bill was caleulated. it totaled
$700,000—cquivalent to $10.5 million in today's
economy. Arbuckle had to sell everything in order
Lo pay his allorneys.

Will Hays, head of Motion Pictures Producers
and Distributors of America (Fancy name for a
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_of the films disappeared entirely

"__ and are considered permanently
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board ol censors) then
demanded that Arbuckle be
banned [rom acting in motion
pictures and that all his films be
removed [rom cireulation. Many

lost. With no way to make a
living, Arbuckle was facing uller [inancial ruin until his

; lricnd. Buster Kealon, stepped in with a pledge of his profils

N that would keep Arbuckle afloat.

Finally, Arbuckle began directing under the psendonym
of William Goodrich. Until he died of a heart attack in 1933,
Arbuckle directed a series of short films and a few feature
films which saw only modesl success.

Aflter the presentation, Dr. Hull answered several
questions posed by members and guests, adding cven more
depth Lo the story of an innocenl man destroyed by the
unearned shadow of guill.

« tontinued from page 2 /L [huyirandan s eslh

Following John's address, Muscum member Rem
Stiles, a member of the Washburn Rural High School
Air Force JROTC, honored veterans who are Combat
Air Museum volunteers by reading their names and
branches of service. Rance then gave his thoughtful
presentation, “Never Leave a Fellow Marine Behind.”
This led to what we had all come to see, the presentation
to John Musgrave of the medals he had earned in
battle while in Vietnam. As LL. Col. Tom Post,
(USA, Ret.) made a few commenls John's wife
Shannon pinned on his medals.

The 190" Air Refueling Wing Honor Guard fired
their rifles and Jay Stevenson played “Taps™
Lo conclude the program. All I can say is great idea
Rance, great program as well. I hope others will take
your lead and do as well when they have a wonderful
idea for the museum.

I
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and shoulder seriously enough Lo warrant
medical retirement [rom the Army. Alter lalking
with Deb aboul her Chinook experiences and
knowledge, we appoinled her as 346’ I once
again. She is responsible [or overseeing Lhe
Chinook’s  reassembly, mainlenance and
resloralion. Several people have
stepped up Lo help.

Thanks Lo her conlacls within
the Chinook community, Deb .—
discovered  another CH-47 2%
mainlainer here in Topeka. =
DaMon Edwards has over 40 years
ol Chinook experience, gained
hoth in and oul ol uniform. Ryan
Olsen visiled CAM one week
before 346 arrived; he is a former [
Chinook FE who promptly joined *
CAM and plans Lo help with 346.
Gary Smilh is a relired Kansas
Army Nalional Guard helicopter
mechanic who jusl joined CAM
and will also help us with 346.
Anyvone who has flown,
mainlained or supporled Chinooks
refer Lo themselves as “Hookers”
because of the three massive
cargo hooks on the belly of the
helicopler. Deb has conlacled
many Hookers across Lthe counlry
and Lhey are providing her wilh
photos and details related to 316's
service hislory. Some have even
contribuled Lo 346's restoralion
fund. il

In service since 1967 with |
stops in Vielnam, Operalion
DESERT STORM, Iraq and
Alghanislan, among many other
places, Chinook 346 lasl flew with Bravo and Delta
Companies of the T Battalion, 158w Aviation
Regimenl of the Army Reserve at New Cenlury

Prota try Dioee Murtay

Fhota by Kia Hotioe
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AirCenter near Olathe, Kansas. The unit inviled
CAM Lo send a small group of volunleers Lo assisl
them in disassembling 346 Lo prepare il for
Lransporlalion Lo Forbes. On Augusl 28, our
merry band arrived al the 158m and we went
straight to work. Our group
included Jim Braun, Kevin
Drewelow, DaMon Edwards, Klio
Hobbs. Deb Lamere, Dave Murray,
Gary Naylor, Tad Pritchett, Danny
San Romani and Joe Wulfkuhle.
Among the many Army Reserve
maintainers who we assisted were
Tony Bertone, Jason Piper and
Russell Reese, who told me Gary
Naylor was lucky to be his cousin!
After a long day of work, 346 was
ready Lo transport. Gary Naylor
loaded various parls on a Lrailer
and delivered them to CAM. He
returned the next day with the
trailer and collected the six rotor
blades.

On September 11, Museum
members Kevin Drewelow, Klio
Hobbs and Deb Lamere returned
to New Century AirCenter. Dan
Garrelt, a reporter with KSNT
| Channel 27 in Topeka joined us.
He interviewed Deb aboul her
Chinook experience and involvement
with 346. Ryan Kilchen, owner of
Kitch Towing and Recovery
Service of Topeka, and Marvin
Vail, owner of Marvin's Tow
Service of Gardner, soon arrived;
they made some minor alterations
to Ryan’s trailer before positioning
it near 346.

Marvin brought his amazing 75 ton capacity
mobile erane. Normally used Lo recover wrecked

- tontinued on poge &
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tractor Ltrailers, Lhe crane’s custom paint and
trimmings made it look more like a candidate for a
car show but it’s built Lo work. Marvin parked it
alongside 346 and the team rigged the lifting gear.
Marvin controlled the crane
using a small wireless box thal
looked like it belonged on an
Xbox gaming console! [t was
immediately apparent that 346 £
was in extremely capable
hands. Marvin and Ryan and
Lheir Leam soon had 316 aboard
the trailer and sccured. We #s
X
maintainers for making this all ™ &0
possible and then our caravan headed for Forbes.
Driving from New Cenlury AirCenter through
Gardner had the [eel of a Velerans Day parade;
people waved and honked as Ryan easily mancuvered
the tractor, trailer and helicopter through town and
westward on Highway 56. The convoy turned north
on Highway 75 and soon arrived at Topeka Regional
Airport, where the Metropolitan Topeka Airport
Authority Police and Fire Department met and
escorled them through a (lightline gale and on Lo
the Combat Air Musceum. Several Musctim visitors
walched in awe as Marvin and Ryan's Leam reversed
the process and safely returned 346 to Landing Zone
Forbes. Dan Garrelt arrived and
broadcast a short live segment
Lo open Lhe [ive o'clock news:
yvou can view his story,
including his interview with
Deb Lemere at

Read the story of |
Sergeant Deb Lamere, &
(U.S. Army, retired)
on page 15.

VI

Tad Pritchett and Gary Naykor

COMISAT
b ’..[\IR MU"SEIUM |

hilps://www.facebook.com/CombatAirMuscenm/
You'll also find plenty of Klio Hobbs' photos of Ryan
and Marvin's team loading and unloading 346 that
day.
We will soon moor and
§ reassemble the Chinook. Ted Nolde,
a member of CAM's board of
directors, is a structural
engineer and owner of Nolde
Structural Services, 1L.C. He
74 designed a method to moor the
: Chinook using steel brackels,
\ wire rope and other hardware.
50 ‘oz Haas Metal Engineering, Inc.
(HME. Inc.) of Topeka
generously fabricated and painted 20 steel brackels
which Museum volunteers bolled to the ramp. We
towed 346 onlo its parking spol and will soon secure
the helicopter to the ramp wilh the atlaching cables.
In Oclober, volunteers from Lhe 7/158u al Olathe will
assist CAM members in reassembling 346. The next
step will be Lo clean 316’s interior to make it safe for
public access, and then the longer restoration job
can begin under Deb Lamere's walchful eye.

The Combat Air Museum is grateful for the
people and companies which made il possible Lo save
this historic helicopter. Ryan Kitchen and Marvin
Vail and their employees spent a full day supporting
the transportation of 346 [rom Olathe to Topeka and
Lhey did it al no charge o the Museum. Ted Nolde
and Jon Haas also provided their engineering and
fabricalion services for free, ensuring 346 will
stand up lo Kansas weather oulside hangar 6041.
The story of 85-24346 will continue: why not come
oul to the Combat Air Muscum and be a part of it?




When people

think of the F-86

Sabre, Lhey think

about the E and F

models that ruled the

skies after Lhe [irst vear of

the Korean War. The image of

those silvery [ighlers wilh Lhe

bright vellow bands on the

[uselage and ouler wing panels

is stamped into our collective

consciousness. Few air combal

scenarios are as thrilling as a

flight of F-86s, each equipped

with six .50-caliber machine-

guns, chasing MiGs all the way
to the Yalu River.

Whal [folks don’t think
aboul is the Sabre as a
reconnaissance platform, and
that's because of choices Lhe
United Slales Air Force (USAF)
made back in the Korean War. We
had a good recon plalform - the
slow and steady RF-80C - and it
shouldered a huge share ol Lhe
burden of getting good photos of
whalever mischiel the enemy was
up Lo. There were recon Sabres,
just nol many. The USAF
converted only 11 I'-86As [or
carrying cameras inslead of guns.
A few more F-86Fs followed and
after Korea, Lhe Japanese
converted an additional 18
F-86Fs for recon use. The
numbers are all but insignificant,

and it appears that priorily
remained wilh using the I'-86As.
s, and Fs as air superiority
weapons

One must leave our borders to
gel the complete Sabre story. The
Canadians built 1.815 Sabres, [rom
Lhe Mk1 through the MK6, all

under license Lo North American
Aviation. The early models used
license-built General Electric J-147
engines while the laler models
were equipped with the Canadian
Orenda. This engine produced
more than 1,000 pounds of thrusl
Lhan the more common J-147 and
the Canadian Sabres were known
for their oulstanding performance.
One thing that didn't change,
however, was the shape of the
nose, and the Canadian Sabres
were all but identical Lo the F-86F
in its side profile.

On Lhe other side of the world
- and down under - the
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Australians were also building
Sabres, although fewer of Lhem.
These were [ar different machines
hecause Lhey were equipped with
the Rolls-Royce Avon engine. This
necessilated major changes in the
airlrame, the most obvious being
a bigger opening al the nose in
order to gel Lhe proper
airflow Lo Lthe Avon.
Although it produced 150%
as much thrust as the J-147,
the Avon was lighter,
requiring Lhe engine Lo be
moved rearward to
maintain  weight  and
_ balance. This, and the use
ol 30 mm cannons inslead
ol .50 caliber machine guns,
resulled in a major redesign
of Lhe fuselage and
necessilated a 60% redesign of
major componenlts. The
Auslralian Sabre, because of the
improved power Lo weight ratio,
shared the honors of lop
performing Sabre with the F-8GH.

Finally, in Japan, Milsubishi
built 300 Sabres under license
with license-buill J-147 engines.
These aircrafl were in most ways
F-86Fs with similar performance.

In 1951, the U. S. Navy (USN)
was slill using straight-winged
aircraft, notably the F-F9F
Panther series and the F-2H
Banshee series. The USN did not

continued on page 3



Have an aireraftin production that

conld come close to matching the
performance of the MiG-15.
Grumman was working on the
F-FOF Cougar, a swept-wing
version of the Panther that had the
potential of much better
performance. Other manufacturers
of naval aircraft were far behind
Grumman with their designs for
swepl-wing aireraft. The Navy
knew they needed a greal fighter
and needed il soon.

North American used an F-86F
and produced one copy as the
XIFJ-2B. It was an unarmed
version of the Sabre with the same
performance.

The Navy saw this as a learning
exercise and added two more
aircrall to the order as XFJ-2s.
These were built after the
XFJ-2B, even though the
numbering/lellering  suggests
otherwise. The differences
weren't that obvions, but they
were necessary. First were longer
landing gear struts, especially the
nose gear struts. The canopy was
changed to provide greater
visibility necessary for carrier
landings and the nose used a
slightly different profile - again
for visibility — and had a tail hook
and catapull hooks installed. The

XEJ-2 used the General Electric

J-1T engine and although a good

fighter aireraft, was a bit short on
power [or carrier operations. As
a result, most of the FJ-2s went to
the Marines to be operated from
land bases.

The next change came with
the selection of a new powerplant
for the Fury, the Wright J65
engine. It produced more power
and required significantly more
airflow. North American
increased the intake eross section
and redesigned the nose ol the
[[J-3, causing the aircraft to look
more like the F-86H.
It was a big-nosed

different enough that no
one would confuse an FJ-3 with an
["-86F.

The FJ-3 served with
distinction throughoul the 1950s

and into the early 1960s. Still,
North American and the USN
weren't through with the basic
Sabre design. The FJ-4 rolled out
in the fall of 1954 and it looked like
a Sabre redesigned for use in
ouler space. Continuing to use the

J65 engine, ils performance was

exceplional with a top speed of 715
mph. Incorporating a completely
redesigned wing Lthal was at least
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twice as strong as earlier versions,
the FJ-1B could carry a prodigious
combal load thalt included as
many as five Bullpup missiles. The
performance of the airerall was so
advanced thal some pilots have
claimed it was the [lirst
‘supereruise’  [ighter: under
certain conditions it could exceed
Mach 1 in level flight without the
use of an afterburner.
(‘The third and final
installment of this
series will cover
story of the [irst
American
woman lo

[y faster than Mach 1, the radar-
nosed F-86D, K and L, and the
lale of the oddball F-86D that xas
used in the decelopment of the
F-100 Super Sabre.) -




By Kevin Drewelow

Educators’ Night Out

Combal Air Museum volunleers staffed a table al
the Educalor’s Night Oul event on August 1 at the
Kansas Museum of History in Topeka. The Topeka
Alliance of Museum Educators hosted the annual event
to help area teachers learn aboul educational resources
available al area museums. 22 exhibitors, including
CAM, met 129 educators and provided door prizes.

CAM hosts MTAA board meeting

The Metropolitan Topeka Airport Authority
(MTAA) held a board meeling at CAM on August 13.
Deputy Chairman Dave Murray provided a brief summary
of CAM’s investment of time and money in our facilities
through our Capital Projects Committee and
community donors. MTAA board members appreciate
the Combal Air Museum’s improvements and activities
and have been very supportive of CAM over the years. «*

Uneren towing tractor et

Unusual airerafl towing traclor comes Lo CAM: A rare
1951 Coleman CF-55-AF airerafl Low Lraclor is now part

of the Combat Air
Museum collection,
thanks to John

Maxfield of Admire,
Kansas. The Air Force
bought over 400 of
_ Lhese extraordinary
* tugs to tow massive

Convair B-36
Peacemaker bombers, which weighed over 400,000
pounds when [ully loaded. The tractor features all-
wheel drive and a cab with two steering wheels, one
facing forward and one facing aft. Gary Naylor
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coordinated transportation from Admire; Mike
Welch and BRB Contractors of Topeka provided the
tractor and trailer. Mr. Maxfield bought the tractor
al an Auburn eslale sale years ago and doesn’t know
its service history; we hope to learn more soon. «

oo Meet and Greet &,

Topeka Pilots Hockey Club Meet and Greet at CAM:
The Topeka Pilots Hockey Club landed at CAM on
September 9 to meet their fans, distribute season
tickets and enjoy the Musenm. The weather was
perfect so we opened the hangar doors. Pilots head
manager Simon Watson

coach and general

introduced the players and stalf and the team posed
for photos near the EC-121. Many of the players took
a trip on the flight simulator. Museum volunteer
Paul Franlz learned Pilots defenseman John
Gormley's [ather flew Grumman F-14 Tomeats in
the Navy and was a TOPGUN graduate, so Paul made
sure John visiled our Tomcal! In a related story, our
resident master woodworker Nelson Hinman, Jr.
completed minor repairs and paintwork on the
small Gee Bee pedal plane the Pilots use for their
Chuck a Puck event at home games. The Pilots have
once again provided a large sign advertising CAM
on the dasher boards that surround the ice. =@
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The FJ-3 served with distinction throughout
the 1950s and into the early 1960s.

was lighter, requiring the engine to be moved
rearward Lo maintain weighl and balance. This, and
the use of 30 mm cannons instead of .50 caliber
machine guns, resulled in a major redesign o Lhe
fuselage and necessitaled a 60% redesign of
major components. The Australian Sabre, because
ol the improved power Lo weight ratio, shared the
honors of Lop performing Sabre with the F-861.
Finally, in Japan, Mitsubishi built 300 Sabres
under license wilh
license-built J-47

XEJ-2 used the General Electric J-47 engine and
although a good [ighler aircraft, was a bit shorl on
power for carrier operations. Asa resull, most of the
IJ-2s wenl Lo Lthe Marines Lo be operated [rom land
hases.

The next change came with the seleclion ol a new
powerplant for the Fury, the Wright J-65 engine. [t
produced more power and required signilicantly
moreairflow. North American increased the

inlake cross seclion
and redesigned the

engines.  These
airerall were in most
ways [F-86Fs wilh
similar performance.

In 1951, the U. S.
Navy (USN) was still
using straighl-winged
aircrafl, notably the
F-9F Panther series
and the F-2H Banshee
scrics.  The USN did nol have an aircrall in
production that could come close lo matching the
performance ol the MiG-15. Grumman was working
on the F-9F Cougar, a swept-wing version of the
Panther thal had the polential of much better
performance. Other manulacturers of naval aircraft
were [ar behind Grumman with their designs for
swepl-wing airerafl. The Navy knew they needed a
greal lighler and needed it soon.

North American used an F-86E and produced one
copy as Lhe XEJ=2B. 1L was an unarmed version of Lhe
Sabre with the same performance. The Navy saw this
as a learning exercise and added two more airerafl
to the order as XIJ-2s. These were built after the
XEJ-2B, even though the numbering/lettering
suggests otherwise. The differences weren't that
obvious, bul they were necessary. First were longer
landing gear struts, especially the nose gear struts.
The canopy was changed Lo provide grealer visibilily
necessary for carrier landings and the nose used a
slightly dillerent profile - again for visibility - and
had a tail hook and catapult hooks installed. The

nos¢ ol the FJ-3,
causing the aircraft
to look more like Lthe
F-86H. It was a big-
nosed airplane and
the side views were
different enough that

no one wonld
confuse an FJ-3 with
an F-86F.

The []-3 served wilh distinction throughout the
1950s and into the early 1960s. Still, North American
and the USN weren'l through with the basic Sabre
design. The FJ-4 rolled out in the fall of 1954 and it
looked like a Sabre redesigned for use in ouler space.
Conlinuing to nse the J-65 engine, its performance
was exceplional with a Ltop speed of 715 mph.
Incorporating a complelely redesigned wing that was
al leasl Lwice as strong as carlicr versions, the FJ-4B
could carry a prodigious combat load that inclnded
as many as [ive Bullpup missiles. The performance
of the aircrall was so advanced that some pilots have
claimed it was Lhe [irst ‘supercruise’ fighter:
nnder certain conditions it could exceed Mach 1 in
level Might withoul the use of an alterburner.

(‘The third and [inal installment of this series will
cover the story of the first American woman to [ly
faster than Mach 1, the radar-nosed F-86D. K and
L. and the tale of the oddball F-86D that was used in
the development of the F-100 Super Sabre.)
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A BRIEF I{EPOI{T OF THE [JEUTSCHES TECHNIKMUSEUM, BERLIN, GERMANY

By Huw ‘Thomas, European Liasion Officer

Deutsches

Technik
museum

due south of the

1.1 miles
Brandenburg Gate, Berlin, Germany,
onc¢ will find the fascinating

Deutsches Technikmuseum
(Muscum of Technology). During an
extended weekend tour, my wife and
[ walked past historic siles such as
Checkpoint Charlie, bullet pocked

houses and along the scenic
Landwehr Canal towards our
objective.

The museum is hard to miss as it
features a “Raisin Bomber” - poised
for flight (it seems) on ils roof.
Berliners gave Western transport
aircraft this name when the Allies
used them to airlift supplies to
Soviel blockaded Berlin during the
‘Cold War.! CAM regulars will know
this aircraft as the Douglas C-47
Skytrain - similar Lo our very own
“Kilroy is Here™.

The main reason for our visit was
Lo see the German equivalent of the

Douglas, the Junkers Ju 52 on display
there. The corrngated fuselage has
always intrigued me, coupled with
the curious tri-motor configuration.
I have seen it in films, even own
Junkers watches, but had nol seen a
Ju 32 first hand.

=5}

The Junkers Ju 52 airliner, known
affectionately as “Tanle Ju' (Auntic

Photo try Hus Thomas

Ju) by Germans, is the feature display

on the Aviation floor - several flights
up appropriately, past tantalizing
{floors of technology. Buill in 1941 at
the Junkers Bernburg factory, “Ians
Kirschstein™ Ju 52/3M, Werknummer
7220, had a brief stint with Lufthansa
before being operalted by the
Spanish Air Force. She remained in
service until 1963, returning to
Germany in 1991 and restored with
the help of Lufthansa. In reality, the
C-47 and Ju 52 saw very similar
modes of use during and after the
war.

The rationale for an article grew
stronger once [ realised that Hans
Kirschstein was a decorated German
World War 1 fighter and bomber
pilot = more reason for a CAM arlicle
it seemed! [Hans graduated onto
Fokker Dr.1s, similar lo our very own
replica, flying in the legendary Baron
von Richthofen's squadron in a
career that would earn him triple

- tontinoed on page 12
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ace status with 15 viclories.
Kirschslein would ironically die as
a passenger in a [ated flight when a

fellow pilol stalled the Hannover

aireraft he was flyving, killing them

bolh, casualties of fale, nol war.
Apart from the Ju 52, the museum

has a plethora of other aircraft (and

wreckage) of numerous Allied and
German aircrall, as well as Lhe
feared ‘eighty-eight’ (88mm) anti-
airerafl gun, Lhe remains of a Brilish
RAI' Lancaster B Il bomber and a V1
‘flying bomb.

All in all, a fascinaling place,
worth the brief trek away [rom Lthe

COMBAT 4§
AlRMUSEUM S §

sy

usual tourist destinations and lure
of German heey!

Deulsches Technikmuseum,
Trebbiner Str. 9, 10963 Berlin,
Germany htips://sdlb.de s
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Aviation photography workshop

Aviation photography workshop al CAM: Wolfe's
Camera Shop and Nikon Cameras brought noted
pholographer Moose Pelerson to Topeka in early
Seplember for an aviation photography workshop. The
participants spent a few hours Friday night at Wolfe's
learning from Moose, and then came to CAM the next
morning before the sun was up Lo practice what they'd
learned. CAM volunteers had towed the Harvard,

i’anthel and Thunderstreak out to park near the

Prztoa by MWM

Warning Star. Many of the photographers were from
out of town and really enjoyed visiting and
photographing the Museum and its aircraft, inside and
out. We hope Lo partner with Wolfe's for some future
photography events at your Museum.

Capital Projects Committee

Several Museum volunteers continue to meet on the
second and fourth Fridays of each month to improve
vour Museum. Mike Madden recently added additional
handrails outside the entrance of our new vestibule.
Ted Nolde and Mike Welch recently completed
installation of gntters and drainpipes on the same
structure. =

QMBAT 4]

F-86H Sabre progress

Several volunteers came out to help curator
emeritus Danny San Romani install the vertical fin,
ridder and horizontal stabilizers on the Museum’s
North American F-86H Sabre jet fighter. Don Dawson,
Dennis Smirl and Joe Wulfkuhle safely and uneventfully
assisted Danny install the surfaces. The Sabre looks like
a different aircraft with the tail parts installed - come
out and see it for yourself!

ALENDAR of EVENTS

October
5—Girls in Aviation Day
14—Membership Luncheon
November
3—Daylight Savings time ends
28—Thanksgiving, Museum closed
December
9—Membership Luncheon
25—Christmas, Museum closed

Our August guest
speakeral the
Combal Air
Muscumwas |

D Mark Hull,
‘See page 3 forthe |
Falty Arbuckle
article. |



New & Renewing Members
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Gary Mason
Chris McGee & family
Terry & Suzanne McGinn

David Gurske & family Eliot Potter
John & Tanya Hamilton Dr. Rees Webber & family

Nelson & Kathy Hinman

Ryan Olsen & family
Gary \. Smith & family
Col. Rod Willis (rev) & Jill McManns
Marvin Vail

>

> sara Alexander & lamily U Bruce Bevitl & Tyler Gardner Bill Knoebher
? Neal Baughman & family — Ronald & Naney Bond George Laliberte & fmmily
H'J Charles Bffllﬂd icl ) "4 Briice & Palricia Couch Rehecea Mathers
Zz ftaymond Fertig & family M~ Roberl & Judy Crapser Gregg Moser
ngﬁ'{":;ﬁ'{":’;l‘l’:w 5 Adam & Rebecea Fast il Shaffer & Family
"Tim Langhol(T 63| Dr. Paul & Jane Fortin Col, Ronald MeKay
7 Virginia Kay Foster & Susie Stokes
3|
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In Memoriam

Helen Marie Wiedle
March 14, 1945 - September 1, 2019
CAM Lifetime Member #5127

The Combat Air Museum granted Family Life
Time memberships Lo Helen and Russ Wiedle in
return for their contributions to the organization.
Many of our members remember the wonderful
covered dish home cooked foods she would bring
and serve before onr membership luncheons and
presenlations. Helen would always piteh in and
help when there was work to be done. Her second
love after her family was gardening. The Museum
extends ils sincere sympathy to the entire family.

Visilors

= 'ﬁiitltﬂ| [T

1,710 people from 41 states and Australia, Canada, France, Great Britain and Romania visited the

Wayne Dodson
March 27, 1927 - September 6, 2019
CAM # 29806

Wayne had a long and distinguished military
career, serving in the Army during WWII and then
in the Air Force in the Vietnam War before
retiring in 1975. He joined CAM in 1994 where he
served as a gifl shop worker and then became the
shop manager, ordering inventory and stocking
shelves until he could no longer keep it up.
Wayne also worked in maintenance at Washburn
University in Topeka and we often called upon
him when CAM needed Lo do electrical work.
Wayne also made wooden bases for shells and
grenades which sold in Lthe gifl shop. Wayne
loved his family and grandchildren; he was a
greal person and a Musenm member whoe made a
big difference.

n

Combal Air Museum in July. In Augusl, 1,231 visilors from 34 slales and France, Germany,
India, Mexico, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Spain toured your Museum.



By Dave Murray

e J A \

After her “hard landing” and subsequent nerve damage
to leg and arm, Deb was medically retired from the Army
and on a disability pension. She found herself living,
unfortunately, in Houston, Texas just as a category 4
lnrricane, Harvey, lowered the boom on [Houston in August
2017. Harvey dropped between 30 and 60 inches of rain
on Houston in less than a week. An estimated 25 - 30
percent of Harris Counly was submerged.

Deb lost her trailer and had to relocate immediately.
She considered many potential locations but a niece in
Topeka persuaded her to come to Kansas. Deb set up home
here and began restructuring her life in this new city.
Finally, she resumed some semblance of normal daily life
and, casting about for something to do, volunteered at the
Helping Iands [Tumane Society while studying online for
qualification as a veterinary technician.

lew Yolunteer: Deb Lamere

ca
] —ﬂ‘
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Ier cousin also mentioned that an aviation musceum
existed at the Topeka Regional Airporl and in early Angnst
2019 Deb came to visil the Combat Air Musenm. During
the course of her visil, gift shop volunteer Sharon Nolde
told her aboul the Chinook helicopter that we were about

Lo acquire from the Army Reserve. Upon enquiry Deb
found out the 316 call sign of the Chinook and went home
Lo check her records of craft she had served on. Deb found
346 in her records and remembered thal her first light on
346 was as a door gunner on Christmas Eve 2005 in Iraq.
She progressed Lo crew chief on 316 as well during her
Iraq deployment, forming an unforgettable bond with the
ship. And now you know the rest of the story!

Ways You Can Support CAM

Dillon’s Community Rewards Program

If vou shop at Dillon’s and have a Plus Shopper’'s
Card, you can help support the Combal Air Muscum
with just a phone call or a few keystrokes. Dillon’s
Stores donates millions to non-profit organizalions.
Our Museum benefits from CAM members who have
registered with Dillon’s Community Rewards Program.
Enrolling in this program will not increase vour grocery
bill and will not affect your fuel points.

Enrolling in the Community Rewards program is a
one-time event and no longer requires annual
registration. If youve already signed up, no [urther
action is required. Go to:

to create a Dillon’s account before enrolling in the
Community Rewards program.  You can also call
800.576.4377 and the Dillon’s customer service
representative will register you. Youw'll need to provide
them with the Combat Air Musenm’s new [ive-
character Non-Prolit Organization (NPO) account
number, GA302. Thanks Lo your gencrosity, cach
quarter the Museum receives a check from Dillon's that
really helps us maintain the collection and facilities and
provide the classes and service our visitors enjoy. Last
vear, Dillon’s donated $851 Lo CAM; that amount is less
than the previous year because we have fewer donors
than before. If you haven't joined. why not take a few
moments now to do so: Dillon's and CAM will do the
rest!

https://www.dillons.com/accountenrollCommunilyRewardsNow
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit the Combal Air Musewm for fun, information and an educational experience.

BRIFFING By Gill Robb Wilson

Ahoy there. you who wrile the books and ponder
on Lthe definitions of airpower!

I'll brief you on airpower straight from Lhe horse's
mouth.

Still squinting from the sun on top. still stiff from
the dog Mighting, still grimed from lhc cockpit, still

marked wilh the headings - I'll lell )ou ~aboul W:

dll‘[)(l“fl‘ Y
]
Airpower is the models you built as a Kid: and the
dreams you nurtured asa boy, the freedom ya
craved to go oul and h%nnd!i \\
I i
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Airpower is conflidence in the plane you 1y,
confidence in the "old man” who senl you on Lhe
mission. confidence in yourself.

Airpoweris the skill and devotion of a erew chicf.
the respect ofyour squadron mates, the lift of love
in-the letters from home.

Airpowcr'.is a million little things which merge like

. molecules of molten metal to form a spar for the

wings of your spirit.

But there is something more to add. the final thing
lhaucmpers all | lhc rest.

Airpower is the challer in lhc ready'room !)Efuré” — \,ou musl hclie“ﬁihal Ingger than yourself,

the horn blares, "Pilots. man your phncal"

Airpower is a faith that yourl‘hgln lgédcr qu
pile you in on targel.

Airpower is Lhe splil-sccond prcssm;, ofa b!.l“l)j!'l =

to get home a deflection shol.

Airpower is the comforl of your earphones. the fit
of your chule, the dependability of your wrist
walch, the steady Muctuation of the oxygen dial.

& }

cndurm]., when }nu re gone, surviving though you
pl:l'lbll yuur cause is right and just.

'lxlrerc is nn pm\cr on carth or sca or sky that can
- such as the airman needs without
- cony ictions.

The integration of his faith with all his skills of
trade - well, such is power aloft.

God in your guts, good men at your back, wings
that stay on - and Tally Hol "



